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Useful phrases for a discussion 
 

Phrases can help you interact
1
 and keep up

2
 a discussion. 

1. Look at the boxes and write down phrases you already know. 

 

 

Giving an opinion 
 

  

  

  

 

 

Stating3 an argument 
 

  

  

  

 

 

Agreeing4 with someone 
 

  

  

  

 

 

Disagreeing with someone 
 

  

  

  

 

 

Giving examples 
 

  

  

  

 

 

Dealing5 with interruptions6 

 

  

  

  

 

 

Asking for an opinion or explanation7 

 

  

  

  

 

 

Coming to a conclusion8 or a compromise9 

 

  

  

  

 

 
 

2. Add more phrases from the box. Use a dictionary to look up words and phrases you don’t know. 

 

Useful phrases 

Can we find a compromise? • If I understand you correctly … • Let’s sum up our discussion. • Could you let 

me finish, please? • Absolutely! • For instance, look at … • Excuse me, I wasn’t done yet. • That’s probably 

true, but … • Do you really think …? • Precisely. • What do you mean by …? • I think you are wrong. • It isn’t 

as simple as that. • I’m convinced that … • Another reason is that … • The conclusion seems to be … • … 

 
 
1 
to interact – interagieren; 

2 
to keep up – aufrechterhalten; 

3 
to state – feststellen, aussagen, darstellen; 

4 
to agree with sb – jmdm. 

zustimmen, mit jmdm. einer Meinung sein;
 5 

to deal with – umgehen mit, sich befassen mit; 
6 
interruption – Unterbrechung;  

7 
explanation – Erklärung, Erläuterung; 

8 
conclusion – Schlussfolgerung; 

9 
compromise – Kompromiss 
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2 

 

Useful phrases for a discussion 
 

Phrases can help you interact
1
 and keep up

2
 a discussion.  

1. Look at the boxes and write down phrases you already know.    (Musterlösung) 
 

 

Giving an opinion 
 

I’m convinced that … / I think that … / In   

my opinion … / I believe … / I’m sure … / I  

thinks it’s clear/obvious that … / …  

 

 

Stating3 an argument 
 

An argument for/against … / Another   

reason is that … / It is a fact that … / An  

important point is … / Don’t forget that …  

 

 

Agreeing4 with someone 
 

Absolutely! / Precisely. / You’re right. / I   

think so too. / That’s a very good point. / I  

agree with … / That’s true. / …  

 

 

Disagreeing with someone 
 

I don’t think … / I don’t agree with … / It  

isn’t as simple as that. / I doubt … / I think  

you’re wrong. / That’s probably true, but …  

 

 

Giving examples 
 

Take …, for example. / For example, when   

you think about … / For instance, look at … / 

One example is … / …  

 

 

Dealing5 with interruptions6 

 

Excuse me, I wasn’t done yet. / Could you  

let me finish, please? / I would like to finish 

my sentence. / Please don’t interrupt.  

 

 

Asking for an opinion or explanation7 

 

What’s your opinion? / If I understand you  

correctly … / Do you really think …? / What 

do you mean by …? / …  

 

 

Coming to a conclusion8 or a compromise9 

 

Can we find a compromise? / Let’s find a   

compromise. / Let’s sum up our discussion. /  

The conclusion seems to be … / …  

 

 
 

2. Add more phrases from the box. Use a dictionary to look up words and phrases you don’t know. 

 

Useful phrases 

Can we find a compromise? • If I understand you correctly … • Let’s sum up our discussion. • Could you let 

me finish, please? • Absolutely! • For instance, look at … • Excuse me, I wasn’t done yet. • That’s probably 

true, but … • Do you really think …? • Precisely. • What do you mean by …? • I think you are wrong. • It isn’t 

as simple as that. • I’m convinced that … • Another reason is that … • The conclusion seems to be … • … 

 
 
1 
to interact – interagieren; 

2 
to keep up – aufrechterhalten; 

3 
to state – feststellen, aussagen, darstellen; 

4 
to agree with sb – jmdm. 

zustimmen, mit jmdm. einer Meinung sein;
 5 

to deal with – umgehen mit, sich befassen mit; 
6 
interruption – Unterbrechung;  

7 
explanation – Erklärung, Erläuterung; 

8 
conclusion – Schlussfolgerung; 

9 
compromise – Kompromiss 


