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	Topic 3 – Facing the future
Utopia, dystopia and science fiction, p. 39 

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	utopia
	(
any real or imaginary society, place, state, etc., considered to be perfect or ideal
(
→ utopian (adj)
(
↔ dystopia
	Utopie

	imaginary
	(
Inventing an imaginary society requires an imaginative mind.
(
→ to imagine (v); imagination (n); imaginative (adj)
	erfunden; eingebildet

	derived from sth
	(
drawn in source or origin from sth
(
The word ‘detergent’ is derived from the Latin word for ‘cleaner’.

(
→ derivation (n)
	von etw. abgeleitet

	technological progress
	Many people fear that technological progress will further increase unemployment.
	technischer Fortschritt

	anxiety
	→ anxious (adj)
	Angst; Sorge

	scientific progress
	For good or for worse, scientific progress cannot be stopped.
	wissenschaftlicher Fortschritt

	totalitarian 
	(
relating to a dictatorial one-party state that regulates every aspect of life
(
totalitarian regime; totalitarian state
(
→ totalitarianism (n)
	totalitär

	inhuman
	inhuman working/living conditions; inhuman cruelty; inhuman regime
	unmenschlich

	to enslave
	→ slave (n); slavery (n)
	versklaven

	dystopia
	(
→ dystopian (adj)
(
↔ utopia
	Dystopie

	to go out of hand
	(
= to get out of hand
(
to get out of control
	außer Kontrolle geraten

	impact on sth
	The impact of new information technologies on the media cannot be overestimated.
	Bedeutung; Wirkung

	mass media
	means of communication that reach large numbers of people in a short time, such as television, newspapers, magazines, and radio
	Massenmedien

	surveillance technology
	(
to keep under surveillance

(
surveillance camera
	Überwachungstechnik; Überwachungs​technologie

	biotechnology
	manipulation of living organisms to produce goods for commercial purposes
	Biotechnologie

	caste system
	Brave New World involves a caste system that ranks people according to categories Alpha to Epsilon.
	Kastensystem

	to focus on sth
	The tabloids focus on sensational news.
	sich konzentrieren auf

	speculative
	(
Science fiction as well as utopian or dystopian fiction are sometimes called ‘speculative fiction’.

(
→to speculate (v); speculation (n)
	spekulativ

	blurred
	(
vague, unclear
(
The distinction between reform and revolution has become blurred in his mind.
	unscharf

	supernatural abilities
	abilities that cannot be explained according to natural laws
	übernatürliche Fähigkeiten
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