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	Topic 2 – Genetics
Spot on facts, p. 23

	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	genetics
	(
discipline of biology that deals with heredity and variation in organisms
(
→ gene (n)

	Genetik; Vererbungslehre

	determined by genes
	The colour of the eyes, for example, is determined by one’s genes.

	von Genen festgelegt

	inheritance
	(
On the plus side, his genetic inheritance consisted of striking blue eyes.
(
→ to inherit (v)
	Erbe; Vererbung

	heredity
	(
transmission of characteristics or qualities from parent to child 
(
→ hereditary (adj)
	Vererbung

	living organism
	Living organisms are defined by their ability to react to their surroundings, to grow or to reproduce.
	lebender Organismus

	genetic information
	to carry genetic information
	Erbinformation

	molecule
	Water molecules consist of two hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom.
	Molekül

	DNA


	= desoxyribonucleic acid
	DNA; DNS (Desoxyribonukleinsäure)

	chromosome
	part of a cell that contains all or most of the genes of the organism
	Chromosom

	genetic code
	All forms of life have in principle the same genetic code.
	genetischer Code

	nutrition
	There are alternative sources of nutrition to meat from animals.
	Ernährung

	embryonic stem cell
	stem cell derived from an early stage embryo
	embryonale Stammzelle

	adult stem cell
	stem cells that can be found in children and adults, e.g. in the bone marrow
	adulte Stammzelle

	to reproduce 
	(
Many endangered species do not reproduce in captivity, e.g. in zoos.
(
→ reproduction (n), reproductive (adj)
	sich vermehren; sich selbst reproduzieren

	tissue
	connective tissue, nerve tissue, scar tissue
	Gewebe

	to regenerate
	(
to heal and grow again after having been damaged
(
→ regeneration (n), regenerative (adj)
	regenerieren

	versatile
	(
variable, changeable
(
→ versatility (n)
	wandlungsfähig

	medical research
	Charities spend a total of about £400 million a year on medical research.
	medizinische Forschung

	for medical purposes
	The countries of the Third World need herbs desperately for medical purposes because they often cannot afford synthesised drugs.
	für medizinische Zwecke

	fertilised embryo
	There is the widespread view that using a fertilised embryo for stem cell research means taking a life.
	befruchteter Embryo

	fertility clinic
	clinic that helps couples who want to have a baby but haven’t been able to do it naturally
	Fruchtbarkeitsklinik

	ethical implications
	ethical effects
	ethische Folgen

	therapeutic cloning
	production of embryos for use in stem cell research to study human development and to treat disease
	therapeutisches Klonen

	stem cell therapy
	Medical researchers believe that stem cell therapy opens up opportunities to dramatically improve the treatment of human disease.
	Stammzelltherapie

	donor egg
	More than 75 percent of women who are over age 45 and who turn to fertility clinics decide on donor eggs or donor embryos to become pregnant.
	Spender-Ei; gespendete Eizelle

	nucleus
	central part of a cell that contains genetic material

	Zellkern

	reproductive cloning
	(
creation of animals or plants that are genetically identical
(
Dolly the Sheep was created by reproductive cloning.
	Klonen zu Fortpflanzungs​zwecken
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