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	Word/phrase
	Usage/memory aid
	Translation

	to occur to sb
	(
to suddenly think of sth or realise sth
(
It didn’t occur to me to simply start all over again before it was too late.
	jmdm in den Sinn kommen

	out of the blue
	(
apparently from nowhere; unexpectedly
(
The opportunity came out of the blue.

	aus heiterem Himmel

	to jerk
	(
to move a short distance very suddenly and quickly
(
He jerked his head in my direction.

	zucken

	figure of speech
	expression of language, such as metaphor or personification, by which the usual or literal meaning of a word is abandoned
	Redewendung

	to head for sth
	(
to go towards a particular place or in a particular direction
(
He headed for the department store.
	auf etw. zusteuern

	human genome
	genetic material of the human organism
	menschliches Erbgut

	gene
	(
The gorilla population in this area is dangerously small. It needs gorillas from outside to freshen up the gene pool.
(
genetics; genetic engineering; genome
	Gen

	to crossbreed
	(
to breed animals or plants using parents of different races, varieties, etc.
(
to interbreed

(
→ crossbreed (n)
	kreuzen

	hybrid
	(
animal or plant resulting from a cross between genetically unlike individuals

(
→ to hybridize (v), hybridization (n)
	Hybride, Kreuzung


	to mate
	to join a female and a male animal in order to produce offspring
	sich paaren

	transgenic
	A transgenic animal or plant has genes of another species incorporated into its DNA.
	transgen

	autism
	(
severe mental disorder that begins in early childhood, characterised by lack of response to people and actions and limited ability to communicate
(
→ autistic (n)
	Autismus

	to account for sth
	(
to be responsible for sth
(
The President alone must account for his government’s reforms.
	für etw. verantwortlich sein

	fetus
	In human pregancy, the embryonic stage ends after about 8 weeks. After that, we speak of a fetus instead of an embryo.
	Fötus

	to advance sth
	There is nothing better than rising fuel prices to advance more energy-efficient engines.
	etw. Vorschub leisten; fördern

	dissect
	(
The scientists dissected the transgenic mice they had created.

(
to dissect a problem

(
→ dissection (n)
	sezieren; zergliedern

	severe
	severe problems; severe disease
	schwer, schlimm

	DNA
	desoxyribonucleic acid
	DNA; DNS (Desoxyribonuklein​säure)

	to be close at hand
	(
If the solution were close at hand they wouldn’t still be here.

(
A supermarket and several restaurants are close at hand.
	(
bei der Hand sein; leicht greifbar sein
(
in der Nähe sein

	to be up in arms
	(
to protest strongly against sth

(
Environmental groups are up in arms about plans to build a new road through a protected area.
	Sturm laufen

	to contract (a disease)
	She contracted a serious infection last week during her holiday.
	(eine Krankheit) bekommen; (an einer Krankheit) erkranken

	to discard
	It is regarded as unethical by many to simply discard unused embryos.
	wegwerfen

	to deny
	The minister denied any knowledge of corruption.
	abstreiten; bestreiten; leugnen
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