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Let’s find out about the role of media in people’s lives.
The following task invites you to find out about the role that media have in your classmates’ lives and prepare an audio podcast for a teenage online magazine.

STEP 1: Brainstorming: The role of media
1. Think for yourself first, then talk with a partner: 
· What role do media have in your life?
· What kind of media do you use? How much time do you spend on these media?
· Could you imagine a life without media?

2. Share your thoughts with the rest of the class. Discuss what you think about a life without media.
3. [Optional assignments: 
· Watch the video clip about the alternative lifestyle of the Amish in the USA. 
Describe their lifestyle and their view on media and technology. 
Could you imagine living a similar way of life? 
· Can you imagine a day without media? Try to live “one day without media” 
and share your experiences.]

STEP 2: A class survey
Let’s do a class survey to find out about the role of media in your classmates’ lives. 

1. Think about what aspects you want to find out more about (e.g. use of media, time spent on media, etc.). Collect your ideas on cue cards.
2. Cluster your ideas and decide who will work on which aspect or topic. 
3. Work in groups. Prepare a set of questions that you can ask your classmates to find out about the role of media in their lives. 
4. Walk around and conduct your survey. Take notes of the results and prepare a chart 
to illustrate them.

STEP 3: Producing a podcast
Plan and produce your own audio podcast on the role of media for a teenage online magazine. First think about a main idea for your podcast: Do you want to talk about your survey or rather a specific question, e.g. what different people think about social media and why they (don’t) use them.

1. Collect ideas for your podcast. These questions can help you:
· Which topic could be interesting for your audience?
· What will be your main purpose or ‘message’ to the audience? To entertain, to inform, to convince the audience, to illustrate different viewpoints?
· How do you want to structure / design your podcast? Who will be speaking and to whom? What will you be talking about? Will you interview people about their opinion? 
2. Decide who will be responsible in your group for which part.
· Who will write the presenter’s text?
· Who will interview people? What are your questions?
· Who will produce, e.g. cut and edit, the podcast? 
(In this case, you need to get to know Audacity).
3. Work on your individual tasks and share your results. 
· Give feedback to each other and improve your texts, interview questions, etc.
4. Record the different parts of your podcast. 
· Give feedback to each other and improve your podcast.
5. Produce your podcast and present it to the rest of the class. 

	To prepare your podcast on the role of media in people’s lives:
	 Do your own research on the internet.
	    You may look at the websites of the BBC, The Guardian, CNN, etc.
 Look for information, opinions, statistics, examples, etc. that you find particularly interesting and useful for your interview and presentation.
	 Look for other podcasts to learn from them about their structure and the features 
	     they use. 
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