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[bookmark: bmStart]These tasks will teach you in three steps how to contextualise a literary text through hypertext. For this purpose, you will read hypertexts, prepare the construction of hypertext and then construct hypertext for a chosen literary text. You will work individually and take notes, on the basis of which you will prepare a presentation. Moreover, you will work and have discussions in groups, do research on the internet and finally construct hypertext yourself. 
	Task 1: READING HYPERTEXT (adapted from Lazar 2008, 160f.)
This task should help you to reflect on how different paths in hypertexts influence the construction of knowldge.

	Step One (Shakespeare): For the next 30 minutes, browse the following website: “Internet Shakespeare Editions”: http://isebeta.uvic.ca, with a special focus on the play Hamlet.
Follow any hyperlinks you want. Make a list of the links that you follow. In each link, please also take notes if you find relevant or interest-ing information on the play/topic of your choice.
If you need help with unknown words, you may use a dictionary.
	Step One (Harry Potter): For the next 30 minutes, browse the following website: “Pottermore”: https://www.pottermore.com


Follow any hyperlinks you want. Make a list of the links that you follow. In each link, please also take notes if you find relevant or interesting information on the book/topic of your choice. 
If you need help with unknown words, you may use a dictionary.

	Step Two: Please prepare a short presentation for your classmates on the material you found relevant or interesting. Use the notes you have taken when following the hyperlinks as a basis. Present your findings.

	Step Three: How do you think the different sequences of links lead to differences in content? Which type of links did you find easy or hard to follow? Did you think that following the sequence of hyperlinks felt different from reading a printed text? If yes, how? If not, why not? 




	Task 2: PREPARATION FOR CONSTRUCTION OF HYPERTEXT (adapted from Lazar 2008, 161)
This task prepares you for... 
a) gathering useful material for the construction of hypertext.
b) reflecting on the kind of sites found through search engines, and what information this gives on how a particular work is received.


	Step One:  Using a search engine, such as Google/Yahoo/…, please search for the key words Hamlet/Harry Potter. Please take notes in order to answer the following questions: 
· What is the total number of entries that your search reveals? 
· Have a look at the first twenty to thirty entries and note down how many…
– are concerned with critical literary theory, i.e. are written by university academics?
– offer biographical or historical background information?
– lead to reviews of the text/book?
– relate to TV series, comics, films or other versions of the literary text?
– are commercial sites that advertise the sale of the text?  
– school projects come up? 
– companies or services use the name of the text/book? 
– invite readers to a discussion or comments on the work?
· Does your search reveal any type of entries other than those listed above? 

	Step Two: What do you think the answers to the questions tell you about the current reception of Hamlet/Harry Potter?




	Task 3: CONSTRUCTION OF HYPERTEXT (adapted from Lazar 2008, 161)
This task should encourage you to contruct hypertext by annotating and contextualising an extract from a literary work you studied in class.

	Step One: Working in groups, please prepare hyperlinks for the literary extract. 
You can…
· link phrases or words to dictionary definitions; 
· link phrases or words to an interpretation or comment you have written yourselves;
· link sections of the text to further cultural, historical or biographical information;
· link sections of the text to images, e.g. photos or pictures; 
· link sections of the text to relevant websites, such as reviews. 
Construct your hypertext. If constructing a paper-version, you can use different coloured pens or paper and draw arrows etc. to illustrate the different links and their corresponding content.

	Step Two: Have a look at the hypertexts of the other groups. What do you like about their hypertexts? What do you think does each group still need to work on in order to improve the hypertext? 
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