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A digital short story contest

You are going to write your own one-page short story. Follow the steps below.

Step 1 

Use an app (e.g. lino) to brainstorm your ideas for a story. Do you need an overall topic (e.g. love, war, choice, relationships, childhood etc.)?

Your classmates will be able to comment on your ideas. You can all arrange and re-arrange the notes.

Think about the following categories:

Place?
Characters?
Conflict?
Genre? (love story, murder mystery,… ?)

Step 2

Using the internet, read as many short stories as possible. Scan the stories for more ideas or interesting plots. Take notes on ideas you might like to recycle.

Set yourself a time limit. Stop after two hours. 

Step 3

Add your ideas from Step 2 to the notes in Step 1. Form groups of 3 or 4. Decide on the best ideas. Use another tool (e.g. tiki-toki) to create a first time-line for your story. Is it possible to use all your ideas in this time-line? Do you have to leave some out or add others? Remember the KISS rule – keep it simple. In other words, sometimes, it’s better to use only a few ideas and keep the others for another story.

Step 4

Now write the story. Use edublogs or a similar tool for this. Think of a good opening – an interesting or unusual sentence to get the reader’s attention. Most short stories start somewhere right in the middle. Your classmates and your teacher will be able to see the development of your story and leave comments.

Step 5
Use your teacher’s and your classmates’ comments to correct and improve what you have written. A good tool to help you focus on the language is slick write, but there are others out there, too.
Think about the following aspects:
-	Is everything expressed clearly and concisely?
-	Is the story logical? 
-	Do I need to add more feeling or colour?
-	Are the characters depicted as likeable or nasty as I wanted them to be?

Step 6
Work with partners. They are in charge of giving some final feedback on your story, you read theirs and make comments via edublogs, too.

Step 7
Together with your teacher, you might like to decide which of the stories is good enough to enter a competition. You can either have a minor competition with other classes (e.g. via quad blogging, where four classes in different parts of the world work together) or you might like to enter a real writing competition.


Optional and if there is time:

The best stories could be brought to life by using scribble where you can add music or pictures, too.
Why not create a small book with the best stories? Book creator might be the right tool for you here. Check it out.
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