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A Vocabulary
Knowing these terms will help you during your research of the Watergate scandal. Match the terms 
with their definitions or explanations.

1. Watergate  a.  to formally accuse someone of committing a crime
2. FBI  b.  to accuse an official of unlawful activity
3. to burglarize (burglar/burglary) c.  government organization investigating federal crimes 

     and gathering internal intelligence
4. wire-tapping  d.  breaking into someone else’s property intending to 

     commit an offence
5. to resign (resignation) e.  to find guilty of a crime
6. CIA f.  an office and hotel complex in Washington, DC
7. to impeach (impeachment) g.  to forgive a crime and cancel any penalty
8. to indict (indictment) h.  secretly monitoring telephone/internet conversations
9. to convict (conviction) i.  government intelligence agency responsible for national 

    security
10. to pardon (pardon)  j.  to formally give up an office or position
11. to sentence (sentence)  k.  to declare punishment

B Watergate vocabulary
While doing your internet research, see if you can find definitions/explanations for these terms and 
phrases. Write them down as you come across them. Some of the phrases were coined during the 
Watergate scandal.

1. White House plumbers _______________________________________________________________ 

2. CREEP _____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. smoking gun ________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Deep Throat ________________________________________________________________________

6. follow the money ____________________________________________________________________

7. I am not a crook _____________________________________________________________________

8. All the President’s Men _______________________________________________________________

C Background information
The Watergate scandal took place from 1972 to 1974. At the same time, the Vietnam War was still 
being fought (1955-1975); the Pentagon Papers (the Defense Department’s secret history of the 
Vietnam War) were published in 1971 and Republican President Richard Nixon was running for re-
election in 1972.
The scandal essentially consisted of workers for the Republican Party burglarizing and wire-tapping 
the offices of the Democratic National Committee in Washington, DC – and getting caught red-
handed.
If there are any reasons for why this happened when it did, they can perhaps be found in the bitter 
political climate of the time, due largely to the country’s failing efforts in Vietnam. The nation was 
deeply divided politically and a forceful presidential campaign seemed necessary to the political 
rivals.
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D Internet research
The essential information about the Watergate scandal can be found on these four reputable web-
sites. Please use these for your research. You may want to divide the work among small groups.
http://watergate.info/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/watergate
http://www.history.com/topics/watergate
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/museum/exhibits/watergate_files/content.
php?section=1&page=a

a) Find out who was involved in the Watergate scandal. Write down who the people were (offices 
held, positions, etc.) and what their roles were in the scandal.

1. Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2. five burglars ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3. John Dean _____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. John Ehrlichman _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Mark Felt ______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

6. H.R. Haldeman _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

7. E. Howard Hunt ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Richard Kleindienst _____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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9. G. Gordon Liddy _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

10. Jeb Stuart Magruder _________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

11. John Mitchell _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

12. Richard M. Nixon ____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

b) Make a timeline with the most important Watergate dates – from the plan to the deed to the 
discovery to the aftermath.

c) Nowadays the suffix “-gate” is attached to all kinds of scandals. Do you know of or can you find 
some examples?

d) What else did Watergate leave behind? What is its legacy? What changed because of it?
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A  Vocabulary
1. f, 2. c, 3. d, 4. h, 5. j, 6. i, 7. b, 8. a, 9. e, 10. g, 11. k 
Note: to indict [In*daIt], indictment [In*daItmEnt]

B  Watergate vocabulary
1. White House plumbers: this was a White House Special Investigations Unit. The purpose of the 
clandestine group was to investigate the private lives of Nixon critics and political opponents. 
Their job was to “plug leaks” in the administration.
2. CREEP: actually the real abbreviation is just CRP and it stands for Committee to Re-elect the 
President (referring to Nixon); opponents mockingly renamed it creep, which is a slang term for 
an annoying, disagreeable or frightening person.
3. smoking gun: this term refers to a tape recording of a conversation between Nixon and his 
chief of staff Haldeman which took place in the Oval Office; on the tape Nixon ordered a cover-up 
of the Watergate break-in.
5. Deep Throat: an anonymous informant to the press; one of the main sources for the 
Washington Post reporters; his identity was revealed in 2005; he was a former high-ranking FBI 
official.
6. follow the money: advice given by Deep Throat aka Mark Felt to the Washington Post reporters; 
this meant that if they could trace the money found on the burglars then they could make a 
connection to the White House; the money and checks found were campaign contributions to 
CRP.
7. I am not a crook: Nixon said these words in a speech in November 1973, in which he denied 
having anything to do with the Watergate break-in and cover-up; he emphasized that he never 
profited from being in public office but rather earned everything he received.
8. All the President’s Men: this is the name of the book written by the Washington Post reporters 
Bernstein and Woodward. Later it was made into a movie.

D  Internet research
Here it is not the names themselves which are important, but rather the large number of high-
ranking officials and White House insiders who were involved in the burglary and the subsequent 
cover-up that is so shocking.

a) Names of the people involved in the scandal
1. Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward: the Washington Post reporters who uncovered the scandal 
and wrote the book All the President’s Men.

2. five burglars: James McCord, former FBI and CIA agent, security co-ordinator for CRP; four 
Cubans (the names and identities of these men are not important; they were anti-Castro and 
some of them had ties to the CIA).

3. John Dean: a White House lawyer; told Nixon the cover-up was “a cancer on the presidency”; 
attempted to block investigations linking the burglary to the White House; eventually cooperated 
with federal investigators; spent four months in prison for obstruction of justice.

4. John Ehrlichman: Nixon’s assistant for domestic affairs; created and directed the “plumbers”; 
was directly involved in the cover-up; resigned/was forced to quit on April 30, 1973; spent 18 
months in prison for conspiracy, obstruction of justice and perjury.

5. Mark Felt: top-ranking FBI official; alias Deep Throat; informant to Washington Post reporters; 
identity revealed in 2005.
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6. H.R. Haldeman: Nixon’s chief of staff; his conversation with Nixon is on the “smoking gun 
tape”; resigned/was forced to quit on April 30, 1973; spent 18 months in prison for conspiracy, 
obstruction of justice and perjury.

7. E. Howard Hunt: worked for the CIA from 1949 to 1970; one of the plumbers; helped to 
organize the burglary – from a hotel room opposite the Watergate complex he guided the bur-
glars using walkie-talkies; after being arrested for his involvement, he tried to blackmail Nixon via 
Dean; Nixon was willing to buy Hunt’s silence; served 33 months in prison for burglary, 
conspiracy and wire-tapping. 

8. Richard Kleindienst: Attorney General from June 12, 1972 (five days before the burglars were 
arrested) to April 30, 1973 when he resigned; chose to protect Nixon rather than uphold the law; 
convicted of perjury but served no prison sentence.

9. G. Gordon Liddy: former FBI agent; orchestrated Watergate break-in with Hunt; general 
counsel for CRP; one of the “plumbers”; convicted; spent 4½ years in prison for burglary,
conspiracy and refusing to testify.

10. Jeb Stuart Magruder: aide to chief of staff Haldemann; directed the “plumbers” in gathering 
intelligence on Nixon’s opponents; deputy director of CRP; ordered both Watergate break-ins 
(May and June 1972); pleaded guilty; cooperated with federal prosecutors; imprisoned for seven 
months for conspiracy.

11. John Mitchell: Nixon’s former law partner; Attorney General until 1972 when he resigned to 
head CRP; set up a secret campaign fund to pay for the burglaries ($250,000); convicted in 1974 
and served 19 months in prison; first Attorney General ever to be convicted of criminal activity 
(conspiracy, obstruction of justice, perjury).

12. Richard M. Nixon: Republican; 37th president; won a landslide re-election for a 2nd term in 
1972; had all of his conversations in the Oval Office recorded; arranged to provide “hush money” 
for the burglars; wanted the CIA to hinder the FBI’s investigation; the Oval Office tapes impli-
cated him; after their release and his impending impeachment, he resigned on August 9, 1974; 
first US President ever to resign from office; fully pardoned one month later by Gerald Ford, his 
successor.

b) Timeline – slightly adapted from this internet page: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/timeline.html

1972
June 17 – burglars arrested
June 19 - Former attorney general John Mitchell, head of the Nixon re-election campaign, denies 
any link to the operation.
August 1 - A $25,000 cashier’s check, apparently earmarked for the Nixon campaign, ended up in 
the bank account of a Watergate burglar.
September 29 - John Mitchell, while serving as Attorney General, controlled a secret Republican 
fund used to finance widespread intelligence-gathering operations against the Democrats.
October 10 - FBI agents establish that the Watergate break-in stems from a massive campaign of 
political spying and sabotage conducted on behalf of the Nixon re-election effort.
November 7 - Nixon is re-elected.
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1973
January 30 - Former Nixon aides G. Gordon Liddy and James W. McCord Jr. are convicted of 
conspiracy, burglary and wiretapping in the Watergate incident. 
April 30 - Nixon’s top White House staffers, H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, and Attorney 
General Richard Kleindienst resign over the scandal. White House counsel John Dean is fired.
May 18 - The Senate Watergate Committee begins its nationally televised hearings.
June 3 - John Dean told Watergate investigators that he discussed the Watergate cover-up with Pre-
sident Nixon at least 35 times.
July 13 - Alexander Butterfield, former presidential appointments secretary, reveals in congres-
sional testimony that since 1971 Nixon had recorded all conversations and telephone calls in his 
offices. 
July 18 - Nixon reportedly orders the White House taping system to be disconnected.
July 23 - Nixon refuses to turn over the presidential tape recordings to the Senate Watergate 
Committee or the special prosecutor.
November 17 - Nixon declares, “I’m not a crook,” maintaining his innocence in the Watergate case.

1974
July 24 - The Supreme Court rules unanimously that Nixon must turn over the tape recordings of 64 
White House conversations, rejecting the president’s claims of executive privilege. 
July 27 - House Judiciary Committee passes the first of three articles of impeachment, charging 
obstruction of justice.
August 9 - Richard Nixon becomes the first U.S. president to resign. Vice-President Gerald R. Ford 
assumes the country’s highest office. He will later pardon Nixon of all charges related to the 
Watergate case. 

c) Other uses of the suffix “-gate”
This is just a small sampling of American political “gates” since Watergate. The “gates,” however, are 
by no means limited to the United States or to politics. You can find them in the arts, entertainment, 
journalism, academics, sports and technology for example. 
1973 Volgagate (fictional story in a humor magazine), 1986 Irangate or Contragate (arms sold to Iran 
under Pres. Reagan), 1998 Monicagate (Monica Lewinsky and Bill Clinton), 1993/2008 Troopergate 
(Bill Clinton/Sarah Palin), 2011 Memogate (Pakistani civilian government seeks assistance from the 
Obama administration).
See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_scandals_with_%22-gate%22_suffix for a more substantial 
list.

d) The legacy of the Watergate scandal
Nixon never admitted to having done anything criminal, but his abuse of his presidential power 
resulted in the American people developing an increased distrust of politicians and of politics in 
general. This trust had already been put to a test throughout the Vietnam War.
A positive effect of Watergate was campaign finance reform.
As a result of the scandal, the media became more aggressive in their reporting. Investigative repor-
ting done by teams became popular around the world.
The Democratic Party was quite successful in the 1976 congressional elections.


